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1,"% $#"'(% 2'8"% "+);)67D(% -#E7;$% =7D,"#% UVWXY?VZ[Y\%]'D% D'7M% ()% ,'E"% '% C'##)(%],7+,% ,"% ,'M%
(#'7;"M%()%';D]"#%';9%K*"D(7);%,7D%D(*M";(D%67$,(%'DA%]7(,%(,"%])#MDS%^-(_D%(,"%8']%)P%D*CC89%';M%
M"6';MQ_%<D%-%P7;M%69D"8P%P'+7;$%(,"%D'6"%)8M%K*"D(7);D%'F)*(%M"$#)](,%)E"#%';M%)E"#%'$'7;%7;%
7;("#E7"]D% ';M% M"F'("DS% -% )P(";% ]7D,% -% ,'M% D*+,% '% C'#(;"#Q% @*(% 7P% (,"% 8']D% )P% (,"%6'#A"(% +';%
C#)E7M"%';%';D]"#%()%E7#(*'889%';9%"+);)67+%K*"D(7);S%(,7D% 7D%*;P)#(*;'("89%;)(%(,"%+'D"%7;%(,"%
7+(#8.'0+0$#'%])#8M%)P%M"$#)](,Q%5>C8'7;7;$S%"E";%7;%E"#9%D76C8"%("#6DS%],'(%M"$#)](,%7D%';M%
';D]"#7;$%(,"%)FN"+(7);D%7(%#'7D"D%7D%F"9);M%(,"%'F787(9%)P%'%('8A7;$%F7#MQ%-P%9)*%('*$,(%'%C'##)(%()%
M"+8'#"%(,'(%M"$#)](,%7D%'%^C"#P)#6'(7E"%P7+(7);_S%'%^+);+#"("%*()C7'_S%)#%7;M""M%'%C#)N"+(%()%F*78M%
'% D)+7"(9% )P% P#*$'8% 'F*;M';+"% 7;% )#M"#% ()% P#""% )*#D"8E"D% P#)6% (,"% C'#'M)>"D% )P% (,"% +);D*6"#%
D)+7"(9S% 7(D% ';D]"#D%])*8M% F"% C"#(7;";(% ';M% D+#*C*8)*D89% ">'+(Q% @*(% (,"D"%])#MD% '#"% 87A"89% ()%
8"'E"%(,"%K*"D(7);"#%P""87;$%F'PP8"M%';M%*;D'(7DP7"MQ%@"D7M"DS%M"$#)](,%#'7D"D%K*"D(7);D%()%],7+,%
(,"#"% '#"%;)% #"'M9?6'M"% ';D]"#DQ%1,"#"% 7D% ;)%M)$6'%9"(% `% ';M%,)C"P*889% (,"#"%;"E"#%]788% F"%
';9Q%<;D]"#7;$%'88%K*"D(7);D%';M%";M7;$% (,"%M"F'("% 7D%;)(% (,"%'76%)P%)FN"+()#D% ()%$#)](,S%';M%
+);(#)E"#D7"D% ">7D(% ]7(,7;% (,"% M"$#)](,% 6)E"6";(% 7(D"8PQ% I)]"E"#S% -% ,'E"% 87D("M% (,"% 6)D(%
P#"K*";(%67D7;("#C#"('(7);D%';M%(,"%6)D(%+)66);%)FN"+(7);D%(,'(%-%,'E"%";+)*;("#"M%)E"#%(,"%
9"'#D% 7;% 7;("#E7"]D% ';M% M"F'("D% ]7(,% '*M7";+"D% )P% '88% A7;MDQ% <% P"]% 9"'#D% '$)S% -% D('#("M% ()%
+)6C)D"%D(';M'#M%#"DC);D"D%(,'(%-%+';%*D"%'D%'%D('#(7;$%C)7;(%7;%#"'8%7;("#E7"]DS%F*(%(,'(%-%'8D)%
;)]%*D"%()%#"C89%()%(,"%$#)]7;$%;*6F"#%)P%#"K*"D(D%P)#%P'A"%7;("#E7"]D%(,'(%-%#"+"7E"%F9%"6'78Q%

<8'DS%6'A7;$%(,7D%6"6)#';M*6%'E'78'F8"%()%(,"%C*F87+%]788%;)(%+)6C8"("89%P#""%6"%P#)6%'88%(,"%
*;]"8+)6"%N)*#;'87D(D%],)%A""C%,'#'DD7;$%6"S% P)#%(,"9%]788%;)(%#"'M%(,7D%67;7?)C*D%';9%6)#"%
(,';%(,"9%,'E"%#"'M%69%C#"E7)*D%])#AD%);%(,"%D*FN"+(S%7;%],7+,%(,"9%+)*8M%,'E"%P)*;M%';D]"#D%
()%6)D(%)P%(,"7#%K*"D(7);DQ%

<F)E"%'88S%,)]"E"#S%-%,'E"%]#7((";%(,"D"%"DD'9D%P)#%(,"%;*6"#)*D%';M%)P(";%9)*;$%^)FN"+()#D%()%
$#)](,_S% ],)% '#"% D)6"(76"D% D,)#(% )P% '#$*6";(D% ],";% +);P#);("M% ]7(,% (,"D"% E"#9%
67D7;("#C#"('(7);D% ';M% )FN"+(7);D% F9% (,"7#% P'6789% )#% '(% ])#AQ% I)C"P*889S% (,';AD% ()% (,7D% D6'88%
(#"'(7D"S%],";%+,'88";$"M%'(%(,"%M7;;"#%('F8"%F9%(,"7#%F#)(,"#?7;?8']%],)%,'CC";D%()%])#A%P)#%
';% 7;("#;'(7);'8% +)6C';9S% (,"9% ]788% F"% 'F8"% ()% D(7#% *C% '% M"F'("% ';M% *;M"#67;"% P7#689?,"8M%
F"87"PDS%)#%"E";%+,';$"%C")C8"_D%67;MDQ%

1,"%)#7$7;'87(9%)P%(,7D%])#A%87"D%6)#"%7;%7(D%P)#6%(,';%7(D%+);(";(Q%.)D(%)P%(,"%'#$*6";(D%7;+8*M"M%
,"#"% ()% +8"'#% *C% 67D*;M"#D(';M7;$D% ';M% #"P*("% )FN"+(7);D% +';% '8#"'M9% F"% P)*;M% 7;% E'#7)*D%
+,'C("#D% )P% 69% C#"E7)*D% C*F87+'(7);DQV% 1,"% C#)N"+(% ()% F*78M% '% M"$#)](,% D)+7"(9% 7D% ;)(% );89% '%
F8'DC,"6)*D% D8)$';S%F*(%'8D)%'%C#)E)+'(7E"% +,'88";$"Q%<ME)+'(7;$% 7(% #"K*7#"D% (,'(%'88% 'E'78'F8"%
'#$*6";(D%F"%$'(,"#"M%()%+)*;("#%(,"%)FN"+(7);D%";$";M"#"M%F9%(,"%C#"E'787;$%67;M?D"(Q%

L"$*8'#%#"'M"#D%)P%(,"%=#";+,%]""A89%;"]DC'C"#%90&#(#,%]788%A;)]%(,'(%-%,'E"%]#7((";%'%D"#7"D%)P%
+)8*6;D%P)#%7(%)E"#%(,"%C'D(%P"]%9"'#DS%'767;$%'F)E"%'88%()%+8'#7P9%D)6"%"8"6";(D%)P%(,"%M"$#)](,%
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
1. Notably in Farewell to Growth, Cambridge, Polity Press (2009), and Le Pari de la décroissance, Paris, Fayard 
(2006), Sortir de la société de consommation, Paris, Les liens qui libèrent (2010) or Le Temps de la 
décroissance, Paris, Thierry Magnier (2010) (available in French only). 
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C#)$#'66"%],7+,%#"6'7;"M%*;+8"'#%)#%()%+)*;("#%(,"%)FN"+(7);D%#'7D"M%F9%6"6F"#D%)P%(,"%&"P(%
';M%(,"%">(#"6"%&"P(Q%!)6"%)P%(,"D"%'#"%7;+8*M"M%7;%(,"D"%"DD'9DS%F*(%(,"%C'#'$#'C,D%,'E"%F"";%
"M7("MS%6)M7P7"M%';M%*CM'("M%],";%;"+"DD'#9S%()%D'(7DP9%(,"%DC"+7P7+%)FN"+(7E"%)P%(,7D%67;7?)C*DQ%

aE"#%(,"%C'D(%P"]%9"'#DS%(,"%7;("#"D(%DC'#A"M%F9%(,7D%D(#';$"%*;7M";(7P7"M%)FN"+(%+'88"M%M"$#)](,%
,'D% 8"M%()%';%'F*;M';+"%)P%F))AD%);%(,"%D*FN"+(Q%!)6"%)P%(,"6%,'E"%)FN"+(7E"D%E"#9%D7678'#%()%
67;"Qb% I)]"E"#S% 7(% D""6"M% ()% 6"% (,'(% '% D9;(,"(7+% '#$*6";(% F'D"M% );% 69% 8);$% ';M% #7+,%
">C"#7";+"% +)*8M%F"(("#%6""(% (,"%)FN"+(7E"D%C#"D";("M%'F)E"S%],78"%)PP"#7;$%'% +)6C8"6";('#9%
C"#DC"+(7E"%';M%C#)E7M7;$%';%)#7$7;'8% 7;(#)M*+(7);% P)#%#"'M"#D%*;P'6787'#%]7(,%(,"%D*FN"+(%';M%
+*#7)*D%()%P7;M%)*(%6)#"Qc%

=7;'889S%],";%(,"%6)6";(%+'6"%()%C#7;(%(,"D"%"DD'9DS%69%C*F87D,"#D%';M%-%P)*;M%)*(%(,'(%J"';?
@'C(7D("% M"% =)*+'*8M% ,'M% C*F87D,"M% '% F))A% ";(7(8"M% :;<=0+>7+'.! ?1-@7&.A! 90-1! -+.! +0-B.&&.!
,0&#>71#(C%U/'#7DS%aM78"%J'+)F\%7;%<C#78%bdVdQ%-%,'E"%()%+);P"DD%-%M7M%;)(%A;)]%(,'(%D)6");"%"8D"%
,'M%'8#"'M9%7;E";("M%(,7D%'CC'#";(%)>96)#);%';M%],'(%7D%6)#"S%,'M%M);"%D)%'D%"'#89%'D%(,"%9"'#%
VZWdS%'++)#M7;$%()%(,"%F))A_D%P)#"])#MS%],7+,%6'A"D%7(D%';("#7)#7(9%*;M";7'F8"S%"E";%(,)*$,%-%
,'E"%F"";%*D7;$%(,7D%">C#"DD7);%7;%+);P"#";+"D%P)#%'%P"]%9"'#D%;)]Q%1,"#"%7D%;)(,7;$%D*#C#7D7;$%
7;%(,"%P'+(%(,'(%(])%'*(,)#D%U7P%;)(%6)#"\%,'E"%"'+,%M'#"M%()%*D"%(,"%D'6"%)#7$7;'8%D"6';(7+%7M"'S%
'D%(,"9%F)(,%87E"%7;%'%$#)](,?M#7E";S%$8)F'87D"M%D)+7"(9%+#7CC8"M%F9%7(D%]"'8(,%';M%(,"%M"D(#*+(7);%
)P% 7(D%";E7#);6";(Q%@"D7M"DS% -%6'9%,'E"% 87((8"%M7#"+(% 7;("#'+(7);%]7(,% J"';?@'C(7D("%M"%=)*+'*8M%
69D"8PS%F*(%]"%'#"% 87;A"M%F9%6*(*'8% P#7";MDS% D*+,%'D%<8'7;%0'788e% P#)6% (,"%.<4!!%6)E"6";([S%
/'(#7+A%T7E"#"(%';M%@"#;'#M%G*7F"#(S%'8);$D7M"%],)6%]"%D""A%';%'8("#;'(7E"%()%(,"%">+"DD"D%)P%
(,"% +*##";(% D9D("6S% P)88)]7;$% 7;% -E';% -887+,_D% P))(D("CDS% 7;% C*#D*7(% )P% (,"% ^N)9P*8% ">,78'#'(7);% )P%
+,)D";%D)F#7"(9Q_%

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
2. As in the most recent publication, La Décroissance. 10 questions pour comprendre et en débattre, Paris, La 
Découverte (2010) by Denis Bayon, Fabrice Flipo and François Schneider (available in French only). However, 
this comprehensive and well-designed book is not an easy read for non-specialists despite its erudite authors’ 
intentions. 

3. I especially wish to thank my friends Christian Araud, Sophie Cathala, Jean Gadrey, Didier Harpagès, Bernard 
Legros, Claude Llena, Gilbert Rist and Michaël Singleton, who were patient enough to read several versions of 
these essays and whose corrections, suggestions and remarks have been a great help. Should these essays be 
successful, they should get the credit they deserve, though I remain solely accountable for any of its flaws. I also 
owe thanks to all the ‘objectors to growth’ from the newspaper La Décroissance, the magazine Entropia and the 
various trends of the degrowth movement, who have stimulated my reflections. Finally, I am especially indebted 
to my publishers Sandrine Palussière and Alexandrine Duhin. 

4. Mouvement Anti-Utilitariste dans les Sciences Sociales (Anti-Utilitarian Movement in Social Science). 
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5C7+*#*DS%:.((.1!(0!D.+0.'.-,S%f%Vcdg%

=)#%7P%'%6';%,'D%F"";%C8'+"M%F"9);M%(,"%#"'+,%)P%';9%M"D7#"S%],'(%+';%,"%C)DD7F89%8'+Ah%

!";"+'S%E+!(F.!F7%%)!&#?.G%

!*C#"6"%]7DM)6%(,"D"%M'9D%67$,(%F"%()%(,7;A%'D%'%C"DD767D(S%D7;+"%(,"%;'(*#"%)P%(,7;$D%7D%+#*"8%
';M%D'MS%';M%()%'+(%'D%';%)C(767D(S%'D%,*6';%'+(7);%8"'MD%()%'%F"(("#%6)#'8%';M%D)+7'8%]"88?F"7;$%
';M%"'+,%N*D(7+"%)#%A7;M;"DD%"PP)#(%7D%])#(,%7(S%,)]"E"#%E'7;%7(%6'9%D""6Q%

@";)i(%.'8);S%:7!D017&.!"0'#7&.H%

<D%(,"%$#)](,%D)+7"(9%,'D%P'78"M%()%M"87E"#%7(D%C#)67D"%)P%*;7E"#D'8%,'CC7;"DDS%]"%,'E"%()%P7;M%)*(%
],'(%D*+,%'%C#)67D"%'+(*'889%6"';DQ%aE"#+);D*6C(7);%)P%6'("#7'8%$))MD%+);M"6;D%'%$#)]7;$%
C'#(%)P%(,"%C)C*8'(7);%()%M"C#7E'(7);S%]7(,)*(%"E";%";D*#7;$%(,'(%(,"%#"D(%";N)9%'%,7$,%K*'87(9%)P%
87P"Q% 1,"% +8"';% F#"'A% C#)C)D"M% F9% (,"% M"$#)](,% 7;7(7'(7E"% +);D7D(D% )P% #"M"P7;7;$% ,'CC7;"DD% 'D%
^P#*$'8%'F*;M';+"%7;%'%D)+7"(9%F'D"M%);%D)87M'#7(9_Q%-(%76C87"D%"D+'C7;$%P#)6%(,"%E7+7)*D%+7#+8"%)P%
*;8767("M%+#"'(7);%)P%;"]%C#)M*+(D%';M%;""MDS%'D%]"88%'D%P#)6%(,"%$#)]7;$%P#*D(#'(7);%(,'(%(,7D%
$";"#'("Dj%7(%'8D)%76C87"D%*D7;$%+);E7E7'87(9%()%6)M"#'("%(,"%D"8P7D,%F",'E7)*#%#"D*8(7;$%P#)6%(,"%
A7;M%)P%7;M7E7M*'87D6%],7+,%7D%;)(,7;$%6)#"%(,';%'%D(';M'#M7k7;$%6'DD%C,";)6";);Q%

0);D*6"#7D(%'F*;M';+"%]'D%D*CC)D"M%()%6'A"%"E"#9F)M9%,'CC9S%'D%"E"#9F)M9_D%M"D7#"D%]"#"%
()%F"%D'(7DP7"MQ%@*(%(,7D%D'(7DP'+(7);%7D%F'D"M%);%';%*;"K*'8%M7D(#7F*(7);%)P%#"E";*"%';M%(,"%E'D(%
6'N)#7(9% )P% C")C8"% '#"% *;'F8"% ()% 6""(% (,"7#% M'789% ;""MDQ% @"D7M"DS% (,"% D9D("6% )P% +);D*6"#7D(%
'F*;M';+"%7D%F'D"M%);%$";"#'8%M7DD'(7DP'+(7);S%'%;)(7);%P'6787'#%()%'ME"#(7D"#Dl%,'CC9%C")C8"%'#"%
;)(% $))M% +);D*6"#DQW% 1,"% M"$#)](,% D)+7"(9% ('A"D% (,"% )CC)D7("% +)*#D"% ';M% C#)C)D"D% ()% ,"8C%
,*6';7(9%#"'+,%,'CC7;"DD%(,#)*$,%D"8P?8767('(7);S%'767;$%()%'+,7"E"%'%D('("%)P%P#*$'8%'F*;M';+"Q%

!

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
5. Epicurus. Letter to Menoeceus (§ 130). Available from: www.informationphilosopher.com (Accessed 5 March 
2012). 

6. Seneca. (1928-1935) On the happy life. London, W. Heinemann. (Vol. II). Available from: www.stoics.com 
(Accessed 5 March 2012). 

7. Benoît Malon, La Morale Sociale. Morale socialiste et politique réformiste [Social Moral. Socialist moral and 
reformist policy]. Latresne, Le Bord de l’eau, 2007. Quoted by Philippe Chanial, La Délicate Essence du 
socialisme. L’association, l’individu et la République [The delicate essence of socialism. Associations, 
individuals and the Republic]. Lormont, Le Bord de l’eau, 2009, p.77. 

8. Stefano Bartolini, Manifesto per la felicità. Come passare dalla società del ben-avere a quella del ben-essere 
[Manifesto for happiness. Going from a society of well-having to a society of well-being]. Rome, Donzelli, 
2010, p.231. 
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<*D("#7(9% 7D% (,"%);89% D)8*(7);%)PP"#"M%F9%)*#%$)E"#;6";(D% ()% (,"% P7;';+7'8% ';M%"+);)67+% +#7D7D%
(,'(% (,"% +);D*6"#% D)+7"(9% 7D% +*##";(89% $)7;$% (,#)*$,j% P)#% (,"7#% )CC);";(DS% (,"% );89% )C(7);% 7D%
C#)F8"6'(7+%#"P8'(7);Q%1,"%P7#D(%)C(7);%8"'MD%()%'%M"'M%";M%';M%">(#"6"%C)E"#(9%P)#%'%8'#$"%C'#(%
)P% (,"% C)C*8'(7);j% (,"% D"+);M% ])*8M% F"% (#'$7+% P)#% (,"% C8';"(Q% 1,"% ])#D(% +,)7+"% ])*8M% F"% '%
C#)$#'66"%+)6F7;7;$%#"P8'(7);%';M%'*D("#7(9Q%-;%P'+(S%(,7D%7D%F'D7+'889%],'(%]'D%D*$$"D("M%'(%(,"%
1)#);()%!*667(%UGWmGbd\%7;%J*;"%bdVdQ%G"#6';%+,';+"88)#%<;$"8'%."#A"8%'ME)+'("M%D(#7;$";+9%
';M% '*D("#7(9S% ],78"% 4!% C#"D7M";(% @'#'+A% aF'6'S% ],)% M7M% ;)(% ]';(% ()% N")C'#M7D"% (,"% (767M%
#"+)E"#9%)P%(,"%$8)F'8%';M%4!%"+);)67"DS%'ME)+'("M%]7D"%#"P8'(7);'#9%6"'D*#"DQ%1,"9%'88%P7;'889%
'$#""M% );% (,7D% 8)CD7M"M% P)#6*8'l% D(#7;$";(89% +);(#)88"M% #"+)E"#9% ';M% '*D("#7(9% ("6C"#"M% F9%
#"P8'(7);Q% =#";+,% P7;';+"% 67;7D("#% 0,#7D(7;"% &'$'#M"% ]";(% D)% P'#% 'D% ()% +)7;% (,"% =#";+,% ])#M%
^#78';+"_S% '% ;")8)$7D6% (,'(% +)*8M% F"% (#';D8'("M% F9% ^D(#7;$"P8'(7);_% U'% F8";M% )P% ^D(#7;$";+9_% ';M%
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9. Thomas Piketty, Liliane Bettencourt paie-t-elle des impôts ? [Does Liliane Bettencourt pay taxes?]. 
Libération, 13 July 2010 

10. ‘For Aristotle or Aquinas it austeritas marked the foundation of friendship. In the Summa Theologica, II, II, 
in the 186th question, article 5, Thomas deals with disciplined and creative playfulness. In his third response he 
defines “austerity” as a virtue which does not exclude all enjoyments, but only those which are distracting from 
or destructive of personal relatedness. For Thomas, “austerity” is a complementary part of a more embracing 
virtue, which he calls friendship or joyfulness. It is the fruit of an apprehension that things or tools could destroy 
rather than enhance eutrapelia (or graceful playfulness) in personal relations.’ Ivan Illich, Tools for Conviviality. 
New York, Harper & Row, 1973, p.xiii. 
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11 Paul Ariès, Le Mésusage, Essai sur l’hypercapitalisme, Lyon, Parangon, 2007 
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12 Alberto Castagnola, La fine del liberalilsmo. Guida alla grande crisi finaziaria, Roma, Carta, 2009, p.58. 
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13 See Serge Latouche, Pour sortir de la société de consommation. Voix et voies de la décroissance, op.cit. 

14 As per the proposal of Tim Jackson, former environmental advisor for the labour party, in Prosperity without 
Growth, Brussels, De Boeck, 2010. 

15 ‘In traditional societies (…), at structural level, the economy does not exist’, Marshall Salhins, Stone Age 
Economics (1972), Paris, Gallimard, 1976, p.118. ‘Nothing resembles an economy in external reality, until we 
build such an object’, Louis Dumont, Homo aequalis, Paris, Gallimard, 1977, p.33. 

16 See Gilbert Rist, L’Economie ordinaire entre songes et mensonges, Paris, Presses de Sciences-Po, 2010. 

17 Jean Beaudrillard, La Société de consommation, Paris, Denoël, 1970, pp.83-87. 

18 Ivan Illich, The right to useful unemployment. 2nd ed. London, Marion Boyars, 1978, pp.93-94. 
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19 Quoted by Anselm Jappe, ‘Le “côté obscur” de la valeur et le don’, in Revue du MAUSS, n°43, second 
semester 2009, p.98. 

20 See Farewell to Growth, op. cit., p.143, for the first question and p.147 for the second one. 
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21 Pierre-Antoine Delhommais has provided a magnificent description of the opponent in a chronicle published 
in Le Monde (newspaper) dated November 23-24, 2008: ‘Besancenot-Sarkozy, enriched by subprimes.’ The ill-
informed supporter is illustrated by anti-globalisation activist Michel Husson in an article published in Politis 
n°1016 of September 4, 2008. The article has a meaningful title: ‘Recession = degrowth?’ Daniel Cohn-Bendit 
himself is no exception: ‘there is no longer any need to discuss degrowth: we are passively suffering the effects 
of degrowth with many disastrous consequences, the collapse of entire economic sectors, people forced into 
unemployment.’ (Que faire ? Paris, Hachette, 2009, p.169). 

22 Member of Parliament François Blanc has published a book entitled: La Croissance ou le chaos, Paris, Odile 
Jacob, 2006. 
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23 Henri Guaino, Future adviser to the president, in an article entitled: ‘Pour une croissance durable’, La Croix, 
October 23, 2006. We shall later rectify the erroneous assimilation of degrowth to the stationary state. 

24 In Le Figaro Magazine, November 17, 2007. 

25 Cf. Rapport de la commission pour la libération de la croissance, La Documentation française, 2008, p.228. 
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26 Franck-Dominique Vivien, ‘Jalons pour une histoire de la notion de développement durable’, p.3, in Mondes 
en développement, n° 121, 2003/1. 
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27. John Stuart Mill, Principles of political economy (1848), London, Longmans, Green and Co., 1909. 

28. Ibid. 

29. As it is suggested by Lahsen Abdelmalki and Patrick Mundler, quoted by Franck-Dominique Vivien in 
‘Jalons pour une histoire de la notion de développement durable’, p.3, in Mondes en développement, n°121, op. 
cit.  

30. Ibid., p.3. 

31. After the 1929 slump such theories reappeared and were called stagnationist. Keynes himself could be 
considered, in a way, as a stagnationist. Indeed, according to Schumpeter, all his writings refer to ‘nature’s 
decreasing response to human endeavor’. According to all these authors, investment opportunities will become 
increasingly rare in the future. Either growth will progressively decelerate (what Higgins calls stagnating 
economics), or all movement will stop (stagnant economics). Keynes’ vision of the future is similar to that of 
John Stuart Mill. Humanity, at peace and satisfied, will devote itself to culture. 
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+,';$"%)P%M7#"+(7);Q% ^O"%'#"%+);E7;+"M%(,'(% (,"%#"'87D'(7);%)P% (,"%K*';(7('(7E"%#"D(#'7;(D%)P% (,"%
])#8M%";E7#);6";(%';M%)P%(,"%(#'$7+%+);D"K*";+"D%)P%';%)E"#D,))(%7D%"DD";(7'8%()%(,"%7;7(7'(7);%
)P%;"]% P)#6D%)P% (,7;A7;$% (,'(%]788% 8"'M% ()%'% P*;M'6";('8% #"E7D7);%)P%,*6';%F",'E7)*#%';MS%F9%
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+);E"#("M%()%(,"D"%)C7;7);D%'8(,)*$,%,"%,'M%F"";%'%M"P";M"#%)P%C#)M*+(7E7D6%7;%(,"%C'D(S%';M%,"%
'(("6C("M% ()%D"(%5*#)C"%);% (,7D%C'(,Q%<(% (,"% (76"S%C)87(7+7';D%'86)D(%*;';76)*D89%#"N"+("M% (,"%
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C#"M"+"DD)#%)P% (,"%."M"PS% (,"%=#";+,%"6C8)9"#D_%'DD)+7'(7);\%M"+8'#"M%(,'(%'%,7$,%$#)](,%#'("%
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32. D.H. Meadows, D.L. Meadows, J. Randers and W. Behrens, The Limits to Growth. A report for The Club of 
Rome’s Project on the Predicament of Mankind, New York, Universe Books, 1972. 

33. This is confirmed in the correspondence between Dennis Meadows and Nicholas Georgescu-Roegen, 
reported by Mauro Bonaiuti, op. cit.  

34. Ibid, p.190. 

35. See Franck-Dominique Vivien, in ‘Jalons pour une histoire de la notion de développement durable’, art. cit., 
p.10. 
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36. Herman Daly, Beyond Growth. The Economics of Sustainable Development, Boston, Beacon Press, 1996, 
pp.10-11. 

37. Expression used by Jean Monestier. ‘Shortly before the degrowth conference organized in Paris in 2008, H. 
Daly endorsed the idea of degrowth, as he was then convinced that the size of industrial economy had 
definitively outgrown anything we could possibly do through eco-engineering and ecotechnologies’, in Denis 
Bayon et alii, La Décroissance, op. cit., p.41. 
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38. See his article ‘Life in a Land without Growth’, New Scientist, October 15th, 2008. 



 

 

#'"

7;("#'+(7);D%`%+)*8M%P8)*#7D,_QcZ%<++)#M7;$%()%.788S%(,"%(,")#9%)P%(,"%D('(7);'#9%D('("%"6F)M7"D%(,"%
7M"'%(,'(%]7(,%(76"S%(,"%+'C7('87D(%D9D("6%]788%P)88)]%7(D%)];%M9;'67+%';M%C#)$#"DD7E"89%+#"'("%'%
;"]%A7;M%)P%D)+7"(9S%],)D"%E'8*"D%]788%F"%6)#"%#"DC"+(P*8%)P%,*6';7(9%';M%;'(*#"Q%0);(#'#9%()%
(,"%5;$87D,%"+);)67D(_D%7M"'DS%]"%+';%D""%(,'(%(,7D%7D%;)(%,'CC";7;$%';M%]"%(,7;A%(,'(%F#"'A7;$%
]7(,%+'C7('87D6S%+);D*6"#7D6%';M%*;F#7M8"M%C#)M*+(7E7(9%7D%(,"%);89%]'9%()%'E)7M%M7D'D("#Q%%

!,'88)]?67;M"M% )#% +)#;*+)C7';% C")C8"% `% 87("#'889% C")C8"%],)% F"87"E"% 7;% (,"% ,)#;% )P% C8";(9% `%
6'9%('#%]7(,%(,"%D'6"%F#*D,%'88%(,)D"%],)%';'89D"%(,"%8767(D%()%$#)](,%';M%'++*D"%(,"6%)P%F"7;$%
C"DD767D(7+%`%(,7D%7D%(#*"%)P%.'8(,*D%';M%L7+'#M)S%F*(%;)(%#"'889%)P%.788%';M%."'M)]D%`%F*(%'D%'%
6'(("#%)P%P'+(S%(,"%'ME)+'("D%)P%M"$#)](,%,)8M%'%P'#%P#)6%C"DD767D(7+%E7"]Q%a;%(,"%+);(#'#9S%(,"9%
+,'88";$"% (,"%*;8767("M%">C8)7('(7);%)P% (,"%5'#(,_D%;'(*#'8% #"D)*#+"DS%';M% (,7D%+';%);89%F";"P7(%
,*6';7(9Q[d%1,"#"%7D%'8D)%;)%#"'D);%P)#%7;;)E'(7);%';M%K*'87(9%76C#)E"6";(%()%D()CQ%%

%

/=KBIAC<!J>!>LPPI>=FE@!?K?JD>C!>OJ=DO=!?DF!C=O<DIP<IGJO!

1,"% 6"M7'% )P(";% +8'76% (,'(% M"$#)](,% 7D% D(#);$89% )CC)D"M% ()% D+7";+"% ';M% (,'(% ^)FN"+()#D% ()%
$#)](,_%'#"%("+,;)C,)F7+Q%

1,7D%7D%'%$#)DD%67D7;("#C#"('(7);%)P%)*#%(,")#9Q%O"%'#"%;)(%F87;M89%)CC)D"M%()%C#)$#"DDS%F*(%]"%
'#"% )CC)D"M% ()% F87;M% C#)$#"DDn% U<D% (,"% '*(,)#D% )P% (,"% P7#D(% #"C)#(% ()% (,"% 08*F% )P% L)6"% D)%
"8)K*";(89%C*(%7(Q[V\%<D%G';M,7%`%'%6'N)#%P)#"#*;;"#%)P%M"$#)](,%`%D'7Ml%^O,'(%-%)FN"+(%()%7D%(,"%
+#'k"%P)#%6'+,7;"#9S%;)(%6'+,7;"#9%'D%D*+,_Q%O,'(%]"%K*"D(7);%7D%(,"%7##'(7);'8%P'7(,%7;%O"D("#;%
D+7";+"%';M%(,"%F"87"P%7;%(,"%'867$,(9%;'(*#"%)P%("+,;)8)$9Q%<D%J'+K*"D%1"D('#(%D'7MS%^1,"%69(,%)P%
;"*(#'8%D+7";+"%7D%8"DD%';M%8"DD%E'87MS%D7;+"%D+7";+"%7D%)PP"#"M%P)#%D'8"%7;%(,"%P)#6%)P%#"'M9?()?*D"%
("+,;)D+7";+"_Q[b% 1,"% ^])#D,7C% )P% D+7";+"_% 6*D(% F"% +,'88";$"MQ% O"% M)% ;)(% #"N"+(% D+7";+"% )#%
("+,;)8)$9% 'D% '% ],)8"S% D76C89% );% C#7;+7C8"Q% -;D("'MS% 7;% '% +'*(7)*D% ';M% #"'D);"M% P'D,7);S% ]"%
D(#);$89% )CC)D"% '% C'#(7+*8'#% +);+"C(7);% )P% D+7";+"S% (,"% /#)6"(,"';% +);+"C(7);S% ';M% D)6"%
("+,;7K*"D%(,'(%8"'M%()%(,"%6';_D%)FD)8"D+";+"Q%

1,"%"+)8)$7+'8%E7D7);%7D%P'+7;$%'%#';$"%)P%P#);('8%'DD'*8(DS%D*+,%'D%(,"%I"7M"8F"#$%<CC"'8S%(,'(%]"%
,'E"% ()% +)*;("#?'(('+A% 7;%)#M"#% ()% D"(% (,"% #"+)#M% D(#'7$,(Q%1,7D% 'CC"'8%]'D% 7DD*"M%'(% (,"% D'6"%
(76"% 'D% (,"% 5'#(,% !*667(% 7;% L7)% M"% J';"7#)% 7;% VZZb% ';M% ]'D% D7$;"M% F9% cddd% D+7";(7D(D% ';M%
'+'M"67+DS%7;+8*M7;$%D"E";(9?(])%3)F"8%/#7k"%]7;;"#DQ%O"%'#"%'++*D"M%`%]7(,)*(%"E7M";+"%`%)P%
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
39. D. H. Meadows, D. L. Meadows, J. Randers and W. Behrens, The Limits to Growth. A Report for The Club 
of Rome’s Project on the Predicament of Mankind, op. cit., p.175. 

40. As Jean Gadrey said: ‘This is not the end of social progress, and this is not the end of innovations nor of 
economic dynamism. It does not consist in the stationary state depicted by classical economists in the 19th 
century. […] Another kind of prosperity is possible’ in Adieu à la croissance. Bien vivre dans un monde 
solitaire, Paris, Les Petits Matins, 2010, p.17. 

41. Dennis Meadows and others, op. cit., p.249. 

42. Jacques Testart, La Décroissance, n°48, April 2008. 
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"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
43 Even though Claude Allègre partially reconsidered his positions after his ‘trial’ at the French Academy of 
Science, in 2010, and even though Björn Lomborg acknowledged the work of the IPCC (Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change), it does not make much difference. Lobbies still spread their arguments. 

44 ‘Limits to the Use of Energy’, American Scientist, July-August 1970. Quoted by Raùl Olmedo, Crecer o 
Descrecer? Megatendencias, Mexico, Unam, 2009. 
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"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
45 In an article published on January 21st, 2005, in the French newspaper La Riposte – closely linked to the 
French Communist Party – Jerome Mettelus accused the degrowth movement of being ‘a reactionary utopia’ 
because of its lack of faith in science, technology and progress. ‘Since there is no absolute limit to scientific and 
technological progress, our energy potential is also unlimited. Besides renewable energies (tidal, wind and solar 
energy, and so on), we also have nuclear power.’ 

46 Hubert Reeves, preface to Laure Noualhat, Déchets. Le cauchemar du nucléaire, Paris, Le Seuil/ARTE 
éditions, 2009, pp.10-11. 
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F'88D%()%7;+#"'D"%D*;87$,(%#"P8"+(7);S%)#%"E";S%()%'+,7"E"%(,"%D'6"%#"D*8(S%1.%7#+(#+@!$#"9%+8)*MD%7;%
],7("% F9% F8'D(7;$% C'#(7+8"D% U';M% 7;+#"'D7;$% 67+#)M#)C8"(D% F9% Vdo\j% +#"'(7;$% '% #7;$% )P% (7;9%
C'#(7+8"D% 7;% DC'+"% ()% )E"#D,'M)]% (,"% (#)C7+Dj% 6'A7;$% '#(7P7+7'8% +8)*MD% ]7(,% (,"% ,"8C% )P% cddd?
();;"%P8)'(7;$%D(#*+(*#"DS%M"D7$;"M%()%'+(7E'("%$";"#'()#D%E7'%]'E"%6)(7);%';M%#"M*+"%(,"%D*;_D%
#'M7'(7);j%';M%D)%);Q%

=)#% (,"% (76"% F"7;$S% );89% );"% ("+,;)8)$7+'8% 7;7(7'(7E"% ,'D% F"";% '(("6C("M% 7;% )#M"#% ()% 8767(% 0ab%
"67DD7);Dl%7(%+);D7D("M%)P%(#'CC7;$%(,"%$'D%7;D7M"%$")8)$7+'8%C)+A"(D%`%"DC"+7'889%P)#6"#%)78%P7"8MDQ%
1,"% 3)#]"$7';% )78% #7$% !8"7C;"#% 7D% '% C7);""#% 7;D('88'(7);% ],";% 7(% +)6"D% ()% F*#97;$% 0ab%
*;M"#$#)*;Mj%7(%D()#"D%);"%67887);%();;"D%)P%0ab%C"#%9"'#S%F*(%"67(D%ZddSddd%();;"D%'(%(,"%D'6"%
(76"n% 1,7D% C8'(P)#6% +';;)(% (#'C% (,"% ()('8% '6)*;(% )P% 0ab% 7(% C#)M*+"DQ% H*7("% 'D7M"% P#)6% (,"%
M';$"#D%)P%(,7D%#7DA9%E";(*#"%UD*+,%'D%8"'AD%)#%D*MM";%">C8)D7);D\S%]"%'#"%'%8);$%]'9%)PPS%()%D'9%
(,"%8"'D(Q%O"%+';;)(%C#"(";M%(,'(%]"%,'E"%P)*;M%(,"%D)8*(7);Q%

a;+"%D+7";(7P7+%*()C7'%6)E"D%']'9%P#)6%'0+'1.(.%#"'87(7"DS%7(%";("#D%(,"%#"'86%)P%D+7";+"%P7+(7);Q%
<8P#"M%T7M'8?.'MN'#%`%:7#"+()#%)P%L"D"'#+,%'(%(,"%=#";+,%3'(7);'8%0";(#"%P)#%!+7";(7P7+%L"D"'#+,%
U03L!\% ';M% '(% (,"% -;D(7(*("% )P% <D(#)C,9D7+D% 7;% /'#7D% `+8'76D% 7;% ';% 7;("#E7"]% ()% (,"%6'$'k7;"%
"'#.+'.,!.(!<B.+#1S%C*F87D,"M%7;%(,"%J*89%bddW%7DD*"S%(,'(%]"%]788%,'E"%()%8"'E"%(,"%5'#(,Q%^-%(,7;A%
(,'(%"E";(*'889S%]"%]788%;)(%,'E"%';9%)(,"#%+,)7+"Q%a*#%C8';"(%';M%)*#%";E7#);6";(%'#"%'8#"'M9%
M'6'$"M%';M%;'(*#'8%#"D)*#+"D%'#"%F"+)67;$%D+'#+"Q%1,"%);89%]'9%()%$"(%)*(%)P%(,7D%D7(*'(7);%7D%
()%C*(%';%";M%()%C)C*8'(7);%';M%+);D*6C(7);%7;+#"'D"l%(,7D%7D%E"#9%,'#M%()%'+,7"E"S%'88%(,"%6)#"%
D)%'D%"6"#$7;$%"+);)67"D%D*+,%'D%0,7;'%';M%-;M7'%'#"%'F)*(%()%#"'+,%(,"%D'6"%87E7;$%D(';M'#MD%
'D%M"E"8)C"M%+)*;(#7"DQ%-(%]788%(,"#"P)#"%F"%76C)DD7F8"%()%D('9%);%5'#(,%C"#6';";(89%';M%]"%]788%
F"%(#'CC"M%);%7(%'D%7P%7;%'%+8)D"M?N'#_Q%@*(%(,"#"%7D%'%C#)F8"6l%"E";%7P%7(%]'D%("+,;7+'889%C)DD7F8"%()%
P7;M%(,"%#7$,(%C8';"(%U,)]%6';9%87$,(%9"'#D%']'9h\%)#%()!(.117?01$!.'#D%)#%T";*D%U'(%],'(%+)D(h\%
';M% 'DD*67;$% (,'(% ]"% ])*8M% D(788% ,'E"% ";)*$,% ";"#$9% ';M% #"D)*#+"D% ()% F*78M% ';M% 8'*;+,%
P*;+(7);'8%DC'+"%D,*((8"DS%,)]%6';9%,*6';%F"7;$D%+)*8M%C)DD7F89% (#'E"8%'F)'#Mh%1,"%D+7";(7D(%
'+A;)]8"M$"D%(,'(%);89%^'%D6'88%;*6F"#%)P%C")C8"%+)*8M%8"'E"%P)#%(,"%D)8'#%D9D("6Q%-(%])*8M%F"%'%
6"#"%M#)C%7;%(,"%)+"';%+)6C'#"M%()%(,"%F7887);D%)P%C")C8"%],)%])*8M%F"%D(*+A%);%5'#(,S%]7(,)*(%
';9%+"#('7;(9%(,'(%'%P*(*#"%7D%C)DD7F8"n_%I"#"%7D%';)(,"#%;'$$7;$%K*"D(7);S% ^-D%(,"#"%';9%D)8*(7);%
P)#%(,"D"%F7887);D%)P%C")C8"S%D(788%D(*+A%);%5'#(,h_%()%],7+,%,"%';D]"#DS%+,'#67;$89l%^=)#(*;'("89S%
(,"#"% 7D%'% (#"'D*#"%);%5'#(,l%)+"';D%sQQQuQ% -(%]788%F"% (,"%6'7;%"D+'C"%#)*("% P)#%,*6';DQ%a;+"%]"%
,'E"%D"((8"M%7;%(,"%)+"';%P8))#S%]"%]788%F"%C#)("+("M%P#)6%'7#%C)88*(7);%';M%,7$,%("6C"#'(*#"DQ%
sQQQuO"%]788%#"+#"'("%87P"?F*FF8"D%7;%(,"%)+"';Q%<;M%(,';AD%()%$";"(7+%";$7;""#7;$S%]"%6'9%"E";%F"%
(#';DP)#6"M%7;()%'K*'(7+%,*6';DS%7;()%'6C,7F7';D_n[Y%

1,7D% 7D% ;)(% D)% M7PP"#";(% P#)6% (,"% (#';D,*6';7D6% 'ME)+'("M% F9% (,"% <6"#7+';% $*#*% L'96);M%
R*#k]"78Q% <++)#M7;$% ()% ,76S% ,*6';7(9% 7D% );% (,"% E"#$"% )P% F"7;$% D'E"MS% F9% +);(#)887;$%
$7+-?7'(-1#+@! C#)+"DD"D% ';M% 76C#)E7;$% (,"% 'F787(7"D% )P% 7(D% %10>-'(,Q% !9;(,"(7+% F7)8)$9% (";MD%
()]'#M%(,7DQ%-;%#"DC);D"%()%(,"%$#)]7;$%';>7"(9%'F)*(%,)]%()%";D*#"%D*#E7E'8%);%)*#%">,'*D("M%
';M% M'6'$"M% C8';"(S% 'ME)+'("D% )P% (#';D,*6';7D6% $7E"% (,"% P)88)]7;$% ';D]"#l%]"% N*D(% ,'E"% ()%

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
47 Quoted by the newspaper La Décroissance, in the September 2008 issue. 
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+#"'("% '% ')=.1$7+% ],)% +';% "'(% ]'D("% ';M% ]7(,D(';M% ()>7+% #'M7'(7);Q% -(% 7D% 'D% D76C8"% 'D% (,'(Q%
1#';D,*6';7D6%7D%'%D"+(S%'86)D(%'%#"87$7)*D%);"S%';M%7(D%6"6F"#D%])#D,7C%'%D9;(,"(7+%D*C"#6';S%
],)%])*8M%F"%'F8"%()%]7(,D(';M%'88%P)#6D%)P%C)88*(7);Q%1,7D%+8"'#89%D,)]D%(,'(%7##'(7);'8%P'7(,%7;%
#'(7);'87(9%8"'MD%);89%()%6'M;"DDQ%<;9(,7;$%7D%F"(("#%(,';%+,'88";$7;$%)*#%]'9%)P%87P"Q%

08'*M"%.';M78S% P)#6"#%M7#"+()#%)P%(,"%-;("#;'(7);'8%5;"#$9%<$";+9S% 7D%;)%M)*F(%DC"'A7;$%D";D"%
],";% ,"% ">C8'7;D% (,'(% ^],'(%6'A"D% ";"#$9% "PP7+7";+9% C)87+7"D% M7PP7+*8(% ()% +);M*+(% 7D% (,'(% (,"9%
#"D*8(%7;%67;)#%';M%7;+),"#";(%M"+7D7);DQ%-P%-%67$,(%*D"%'%+)88)K*7'8%])#MS%-%])*8M%D'9%(,'(%(,7D%
7M"'% 7D% ;)(% E"#9% ,.R)% P)#% $)E"#;6";(Dn% @*(% ;*+8"'#% C)]"#S% )#% '% C)87+9% )P% +'#F);% +'C(*#"% ';M%
D"K*"D(#'(7);S% (,'(! 7D% ],'(% (,"9% +'88% D">9Q% -(% 76C87"D% 6'N)#% M"+7D7);DS% '% 8)(% )P% 6);"9S% F7$%
+)#C)#'(7);DS%';M%7(%7D%E"#9%'((#'+(7E"%P)#%C)87+9%6'A"#D_Q%

a#(,)M)>% "+);)67D(DS% P)#% (,"7#% C'#(S% ,'E"% 8"M% (,"%]'9% ()%*;F#7M8"M%)C(767D6% N*D(% F9% DA7CC7;$%
)E"#% (,"% P'+(% (,'(%;'(*#'8% #"D)*#+"D%'#"% 8767("MQ%O7(,%'% #"'8% (,")#"(7+'8% P"'(S% ';M% (,';AD% ()% (,"%
C8)9% )P% D*FD(7(*('F787(9% )P% P'+()#DS% ;'(*#"% ]'D% D]"C(% ']'9% P#)6% (,"% P'+()#D% )P% C#)M*+(7);% F9%
;")+8'DD7+'8%(,")#7D(D%'#)*;M%VWWdS%*;M"#%(,"%7;P8*";+"%)P%/,787C%O7+AD(""M%UVW[[?VZbY\S%R;*(%
O7+AD"88% UVWgV?VZbX\%';M% J),;%@'("D%08'#A%UVW[Y?VZcW\Q%<++)#M7;$% ()% (,"6S% (,"%5'#(,%';M% 7(D%
;'(*#'8%#"D)*#+"D%+';%F"%#"M*+"M%()%(])%)(,"#%P'+()#Dl%8'F)*#%';M%+'C7('8Q%-;%C'#(7+*8'#S%,*6';?
6'M"%+'C7('8S% D*CC)#("M%F9%D+7";+"%';M% ("+,;)8)$9S%]788% D)8E"%'88%C#)F8"6DQ%1,"#"P)#"% 7(% 7D%;)(%
;"+"DD'#9%()%)CC)D"%(,"%);?$)7;$%$#)](,%7;%7;M*D(#7'87D"M%+)*;(#7"D%F"+'*D"S%(,';AD%()%(,"%C#7+"%
6"+,';7D6S%("+,;)8)$7+'8%M"E"8)C6";(%]788%#"M*+"%C)88*(7);%()%';%'++"C('F8"%8"E"8%';M%C#"E";(%
(,"%">,'*D(7);%)P%;'(*#'8% #"D)*#+"DQ%a;% (,'(%F'D7DS% ">7D(7;$% P)#"D(D%6'9%M7D'CC"'#S%F*(%]"%]788%
D(788%F"%'F8"%()%M7D+)E"#%';M%+#"'("%;"]%A7;MD%)P%(#""D%],7+,%+';%D*#E7E"%'+7M%#'7;S%';M%"E";%P7;M%
'%]'9%()%87E"%]7(,)*(%(#""DQ%1,"%'ME)+'("D%)P%(,"%;")+8'DD7+'8%(,")#9%D,)]%'FD)8*("%+);P7M";+"%7;%
("+,;)D+7";+"%';M% (#*D(% 7(D%,7$,%C#7"D(DQ%1,"9%$8'M89% ('A"%*C% (,"7#% D)8*(7);DQ%1,*DS% (,"%+,"67D(%
O'8(,"#%.)M"88%C#)E"M%(,'(%F9%D(*M97;$%)#$';7D6D%87E7;$%7;%(,"%()>7+%'7#%)P%E)8+';)"D%)#%+8)D"%()%
,)(% ]'("#% $"9D"#DS% ]"% +)*8M% P7;M% D*FD(';+"D% (,'(% ])*8M% ";'F8"% ,*6';7(9% ()% ]7(,D(';M% (,"%
])#D";7;$%)P%87E7;$%+);M7(7);D%);%5'#(,Q%L"'+(7;$%()%(,7D%D*$$"D(7);S%(,"%3)#]"$7';%C,78)D)C,"#%
<#;"%3'"DD%7#);7+'889%'DA"Ml%],9%;)(%(#9%()%8"'#;%P#)6%';76'8D%87E7;$%7;%D"]"#%D9D("6DS%D)%(,'(%
]"% +)*8M% $"(% *D"M% ()% 87E7;$% 7;% D7678'#% +);M7(7);Dh[W%<D% "'#89% 'D% (,"%VZXdDS% '% P"]%M"E"8)C6";(%
">C"#(D% D"#7)*D89% D*$$"D("M% (,'(%F'+("#7'% P)*;M% 7;% #*67;';(D%F"% 76C8';("M% 7;% (,"% D()6'+,D%)P%
(,"%7;,'F7(';(D%)P%C))#%!)*(,"#;%+)*;(#7"DS%D)%(,'(%(,"9%])*8M%F"%'F8"%()%M7$"D(%$#'DD%';M%(#""?
8"'E"DS%(,*D%D)8E7;$%(,"%C#)F8"6%)P%])#8M%,*;$"#Q%%

1,'(% 7D% ],9% 7(% 7D% *;P'7#% ()% '++*D"% (,"% 'ME)+'("D% )P% M"$#)](,% )P% F"7;$% ("+,;)C,)F7+% ';M%
#"'+(7);'#9%D76C89%F"+'*D"%(,"9%'DA%P)#%(,"%#7$,(%()%M"F'("%'F)*(%(,"%"E)8*(7);%)P%C#)$#"DD%';M%
("+,;)8)$9Q%1,"7#%M"6';MD%'#"% (,"%67;76*6%(,'(%'%+7(7k";%+';%">C"+(Q%!7;+"%6)M"#;%D+7";(7P7+%
'+(7E7(9%+)D(D%'%8)(S%"DC"+7'889%],";%7(%+)6"D%()%^F7$%D+7";+"_%`%(,7;A%'F)*(%(,"%+)D(%)P%F*78M7;$%'%
C'#(7+8"% '++"8"#'()#% `% 7(% ])*8M% F"% ;)#6'8% P)#% +7(7k";D% ()% M"("#67;"% ],'(% (,"% +,)7+"D% ';M%
C#7)#7(7"D% )P% D+7";+"% D,)*8M% F"Q% 1,7D% 7DS% P)#% 7;D(';+"S% ],'(% D)6"% D+7";(7D(D% +8'76% P)#j% (,"9% '#"%

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
48 Walter Modell, ‘Drugs for the Future’ in Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics (1973: vol. 14, n°2) and 
Arne Naess, Ecology, Community and Lifestyle: Outline of an Ecosophy, translation by David Rothenberg, 
Paris, MF editions, 2008. 
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$#)*C"M%7;%'%+)88"+(7E"%],7+,%,'D%$#)];%*C%'#)*;M%J'+K*"D%1"D('#(%';M%(,"%=#";+,%'DD)+7'(7);%
"'#.+'.!'#(0).++.Q[Z%1"+,;)D+7";+"%,'D%"8767;'("M%8)(D%)P%6"(,)MD%';M%C#)M*+(D%],7+,%)#7$7;'889%
M"#7E"M% P#)6% ';+"D(#'8% A;)]8"M$"% `% "DC"+7'889% #*#'8% A;)]8"M$"% `% ';M% #"C8'+"M% (,"6% ]7(,%
">C";D7E"% C#)M*+(D% ';M%6"(,)MDS%],7+,% '#"% );89% F";"P7+7'8% ()% 7;M*D(#9Q%O"% '$#""%]7(,%6';9%
1.7,0+7=&.S64! #"'8% D+7";(7D(D% (,'(% (,"#"% D,)*8M% F"% '%6)#'()#7*6%);% ("+,;)D+7";(7P7+% 7;;)E'(7);Q%
1,"% (76"% ,'D% +)6"% ()% 'DD"DD% D+7";(7P7+% ';M% ("+,;)8)$7+'8% #"D"'#+,% D"#7)*D89% ';M% +,';$"% (,"7#%
)#7";('(7);S%7;%'++)#M';+"%]7(,%(,"%;"]%'DC7#'(7);D%)P%)*#%D)+7"(9QgV%1,"%+*##";(%^/#)6"(,"7D6_%
87;AD%P#""M)6%()%^*;8767("M%$#)](,%)P%6'("#7'8%C#)M*+(7);%';M%">C8)7('(7);%)P%(,"%";E7#);6";(_S%
'D%=#';y)7D%=8','*8(%C*(D% 7(Qgb%1,"% ("+,;)8)$7+'8% +,)7+"D%6'M"%*;M"#% (,"%C#"DD*#"%)P%"+);)67+%
7;("#"D(D%8"'E"%;)%#))6%P)#%';%'8("#;'(7E"%D)8*(7);Q%^1,)D"%+,)7+"D%'FD)#F%(,"%'E'78'F8"%DA788D%';M%
;"(])#AD% ())Q% 1,"7#% C#"D";+"% )F87("#'("D% )(,"#% C)DD7F8"% +,)7+"D% F"+'*D"% )P% E'#7)*D% D'(*#'(7);%
C,";)6";'Q%1,"%7;P8*";+"%)P%(,7D%#"D"'#+,%7D%D)%F7$%(,'(%7(%+)E"#D%"E"#9(,7;$l%(#'7;7;$%C#)$#'6DS%
P'+()#7"DS%("+,;7+'8%';M%P7;';+7'8%6"';DS%DA788D_%;"(])#AD%7;%7;D('88'(7);S%M7D(#7F*(7);%';M%D)%);_Qgc%

-E';%-887+,%D,)]D%(,'(%D+7";+"%+)*8M%D"(%7(D"8P%'%$)'8%)(,"#%(,';%(,'(%)P%D"#E7;$%(,"%("+,;)D+7";(7P7+%
7;M*D(#7'8% +)6C8">Q% I"% D'9D! (,'(% D+7";(7P7+% #"D"'#+,% 7D% '88% 'F)*(% )E"#+)67;$% (,"% D"+);M'#9%
)FD('+8"D% (,'(% C#"E";(% DC"+7P7+% C#)M*+(7);% C#)+"DD"D! P#)6% M"E"8)C7;$% C#)C"#89Q% 1)% ,7D% 67;MS%
"'+,%';M%"E"#9%D+7";(7P7+%F#"'A(,#)*$,%,'D%F"";%+"8"F#'("M%]7(,%C#7M"S% 'D% 7P% 7(%,'M%+)D(%F8))MS%
D]"'(%';M%("'#DS%';M%'D%7P%7(%]"#"%P)#%(,"%+)66);%7;("#"D(S%],";%7(%]'D%'+(*'889%'86)D(%";(7#"89%
M"E)("M%()%7;M*D(#7'8%M"E"8)C6";(Q%I"%$)"D%);%()%D('("%(,'(%'ME';+"M%("+,;7K*"D%+)*8M%F"%*D"M%
()% 6'A"% 8'F)*#% "'D7"#% )#% ()% ">C';M% C")C8"_D% C"#D);'8% C#)M*+(7);Q% 3'(*#'8% D+7";+"D% ';M%
,*6';7(7"D%+)*8M%F"%+)6F7;"M%()%P)#$"%())8DS%M"P7;"%(,"7#%P*;+(7);D%';M%"D('F87D,%#*8"D%()%$)E"#;%
(,"7#%*D"Q%-;%(,7D%]'9S%-887+,%+);+8*M"D%(,'(%7;M7E7M*'8DS%D)+7'8%$#)*CD%';M%(,"%";E7#);6";(%(,"9%
(,#7E"%7;%])*8M%F"%+);(7;*)*D89%#";"]"M%()%6'A"%#))6%P)#%(,"%M7DC8'9%)P%C"#D);'8%7;7(7'(7E"%';M%
76'$7;'(7);Qg[%1,7D%7D%(,"%)FN"+(7E"%)P%(,"%M"$#)](,%6)E"6";(Q%O0+!%10$.(F.7+!("+,;7K*"D%';M%
D+7";+"D% 6'9% ';M% D,)*8M% F"% M"E"8)C"M% 7;% (,"% P*(*#"Q% 1'A7;$% (,"% 8"'M% P#)6% (,"% "+)8)$7+'8%

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
49 See also Labo-planète. Ou comment 2030 se prépare sans les citoyens, with Agnès Sinaï and Catherine 
Bourgain, Paris, Mille et une nuits, 2010. 

50 For instance in France, Jacques Testart, Albert Jacquard, Christian Velot, Dominique Belpomme, Jean-
Francois Narbonne. 

51"This last idea is similar to a concern expressed by Cornelius Castoriadis: ‘Where should we draw the line? 
For" the first time, in a non-religious" society, we must face up to the question of whether the expansion of"
knowledge itself should be controlled. And of how that can be done without"producing a dictatorship over minds. 
I think we can set up some simple"rules: (1) We don’t want an unlimited, mindless expansion of production;"we 
want an economy that is a means, not the finality of human life; (2) we"want free expansion of knowledge, but… 
(with)"phronèsis’, that is to say- caution (a concept from Aristote, Nicomachean Ethics), Cornelius Castoriadis, 
‘Ecology against the Merchants’ in A Society Adrift. Interviews and Debates, 1974-1997, New York, Fordham 
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