
!

!

!

!

!

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""!

#$$%&$!'(!)*+,%-!%.+(/%(0#!
/#,*'1234!56$6(2#*7*#2%26'($!%(/!0'(2*'8#*$6#$!9!7%*2!:!')!;!

!

!"#$"%&'()*+,"%
!

"#$%&#'#()!*+,(#(-(.!/.%01(!23.4!5623!

""""""""""""""""""""!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!
!-./&-0-12%
-3!1-1415



!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

2<=>=!=>>?@>!A=B=!CB?D>E?C=F!G@!C<=!HIEEIAJDK!>CLF=DC>!IH!#$62!MNOIE=!$LPQBJ=LB=!FR6DC=BPSC=>!=C!
F=!2B?FLOC=LB>TU!7?BJ>!666!V!$IBGIDD=V(ILW=EE=%

!
56789%:*$$';%

<;;'%='*+,"*>?@8'7#%
.7+A'B88"%@"88*;"%
=8)#7';%@"#(,"%
0)87;%@);("6CD%
-E';%0,'C"#);%

0)8)6F'%G#)88"'*%
H*";(7;%I)*7(("%

<87D);%J'+K*"(?L)F"#(%
J)+"89;"%&"F#*;%
<;()7;"%&"M*+%
<6';M'%/#'(%

@";N'67;%L)*>"8%
=8)#'%!"887;%

3'M7;"%!,'6',?.+@#7M"%
J*D(7;"%1#)*(7"#%

%
O7(,%(,"%$*7M';+"%)P%:#Q%:);%R7#'89S%T7D7(7;$%&"+(*#"#%

'*6,6(%--&!7+.-6$3#/!6(!)*#(03!%$!X%8#*$!+(#!$'06#2#!/R%.'(/%(0#!)*+,%-#!X!!

.&!$#*,#!-%2'+03#U!*#7+.-6$3#/!.&!23#!$657-6062&!6($262+2#!1623!7#*56$$6'(Y!

Z!56--#!#2!+(#!(+62$U!/#7%*25#(2!/#!-%!-6.*%6*6#!%*23[5#!)%&%*/U!\]^^Y!

!

!

!

!



 

 

!"

0IDCBIW=B>J=>!

/=KBIAC<!J>!G?>=F!ID!>OJ=DCJHJO!JD?OOLB?O@!

1,"%;"+"DD7(9%)P%8"'E7;$%)*#%+);D*6"#%D)+7"(9%F",7;M%';M%"6F#'+7;$%M"$#)U(,%7D%+);("D("M%F9%
D)6"V%'D%;)(%,'E7;$%';9% D+7";(7P7+%F'D7DQ%W(,"#D% +8'76% (,'(% 7(D% P)*;M'(7);S%37+,)8'D%G")#$"D+*?
L)"$";XD% (,")#9% )P% (,"% 5'#(,XD% P7;7(";"DDS% 7D% ;)(% E'87MQ% 5;(#)C9S% (,"% D"+);M% 8'U% )P%
(,"#6)M9;'67+DS%7D%C#)E"M%#7$,(%P)#%'%+8)D"M%D9D("6Q%I)U"E"#S%(,"%5'#(,XD%"+)D9D("6%7D%;)(%);89%
';%)C";%D9D("6Y%7(%7D%);"%(,'(%+);(7;*)*D89%#"+"7E"D%';%'86)D(%*;8767("M%P8)U%)P%D)8'#%";"#$9Q%

1,7D%'#$*6";(% 7D%'ME';+"M%6'7;89%F9%"+)8)$7D(D%';M%"DC"+7'889%F9%">C"#(D% 7;% (,"#6)M9;'67+DS%
D*+,%'D%I)U'#M%1Q%WM*6Q%<ME)+'("D%)P%D*D('7;'F8"%M"E"8)C6";(% 87A"%L";Z%/'DD"(%D*CC)#(% (,7D%
'#$*6";(% 7;% )#M"#% ()% D'E"% (,"% 7M"'% )P% D*D('7;'F8"% M"E"8)C6";(% P#)6% +)88'CD"Q% 1,7D% #"P*('(7);%
C#)F'F89%+);+"'8D%D)6"%A7;M%)P%#"D7D(';+"%()%(,"%K*"D(7);7;$%)P%)*#%"+);)67+%D9D("6S%U,7+,%7D%
*;'E)7M'F8"% 7;% '% M"$#)U(,% D)+7"(9Q% 1,)*$,% D)6"% '#"% (#*89% +);E7;+"M% F9% 7(S% )(,"#DS% D*+,% 'D%
+)#;*+)C7';DS%N*D(%*D"%7(%'D%'%U"'C);%()%M"P";M%D+7";(7P7+%';M%("+,;7+'8%C#)$#"DD%';M%N*D(7P9%(,"7#%
)C(767D6%U,7+,%7D%F'D"M%);%C*#"%M";7'8%)P%P'+(DQ%%

WFN"+()#D% ()% $#)U(,S% 87A"% 37+,)8'D% G")#$"D+*?L)"$";% ';M% $#)U(,% M";7'87D(D% 'P("#% ,76S%
'+A;)U8"M$"%(,"%P'+(%(,'(%(,"%5'#(,%#"+"7E"D%'%,*$"%P8)U%)P%D)8'#%";"#$9Q%-(%7D%'+(*'889%P)#(*;'("S%
P)#%U7(,)*(%(,7D%";"#$9S%'D%P#*$'8%'D%7(%67$,(%F"S%M"$#)U(,%D)+7"(9%U)*8M%;"7(,"#%F"%C"'+"P*8%;)#%
+,""#P*8[% 7(% U)*8M% ;)(% F"% '(% '88Q% <P("#% '88S% (,"% +'C(*#"% )P% D)8'#% ";"#$9S% 'D% C8';(D% M)% 7;%
C,)()D9;(,"D7DS%7D%(,"%F'D7D%)P%'88%87P"%);%5'#(,Q%

<D%P)#%P)DD78%P*"8D%';M%67;"#'8%#"D)*#+"DS%G")#$"D+*?L)"$";XD%P)*#(,%8'U%)P%(,"#6)M9;'67+DS%)#%
6'("#7'8% ";(#)C9S% 7D% +*##";(89% *;M"#% M"F'("Q% <++)#M7;$% ()% (,7D% L)6';7';% D+7";(7D(S% (,"%
M"$#'M'(7);% )P% ";"#$9% ';M% )P% 6'("#7'8% 7D% ';% 7##"E"#D7F8"% (#';DP)#6'(7);Q% 0);D"K*";(89S% (,"%
+);D(';(%*D"%)P%6'("#7'8%U788%+'*D"%7(%()%M7D'CC"'#Q%W;+"%6"('8%6)8"+*8"D%';M%'()6D%'#"%*D"M%';M%
D+'(("#"MS%(,"9%'#"%;)(%*D'F8"%';96)#"Q%G")#$"D+*?L)"$";%$7E"D%(,"%">'6C8"%)P%'%C7"+"%)P%+)'8%
(,'(% 7D% F*#;(Q%1,"%C#)+"DD%)P% F*#;7;$%;"7(,"#% 7;+#"'D"D%;)#%M"+#"'D"D% 7(D% +,"67+'8% ";"#$9S% F*(%
(*#;D% 7(% 7;()% ,"'(S% D6)A"% ';M% 'D,"DS% U,7+,% '#"% (,";% ;)(% #"*D'F8"% F9% ,*6';% F"7;$DQ\% <D% 2E"D%
0)+,"(%C*(%7(S%(,"#"%7D%6)#"%";"#$9%+);('7;"M%7;%'%$)8M";%;*$$"(%(,';%7;%(,"%D'6"%'6)*;(%)P%$)8M%
'()6D% M7DD)8E"M% );"% F9% );"% 7;%U'("#Q]% I)U"E"#S% (,"% "+);)67D(% R";;"(,% @)*8M7;$% +8'76D% (,'(%
6'("#7'8%";(#)C9%+)*8M%F"%M"8'9"M%7P%U"%M"M7+'("M%6)#"%(,)*$,(%';M%";"#$9%()%(,"%7DD*"Q%-P%U"%
6';'$"M% ()% +'C(*#"% *;8767("M% ";"#$9% D*CC87"DS% D*+,% 'D% D)8'#% ';M% ;*+8"'#% ";"#$9S% 6);7()#"M%
"+);)67+%$#)U(,%U)*8M%D(788%F"%';%)C(7);Q%<D% P)#%I)U'#M%1Q%WM*6S%,"%F"87"E"D% (,'(%'88%6'(("#%
M7DC"#D"M% 8)+'889% 7D%'*()6'(7+'889%#"+9+8"M%F9%(,"%D)8'#%D9D("6Q%I)U"E"#S% 7P%'D%WM*6S%@)*8M7;$%
';M% /'DD"(% F"87"E"% 7(S% (,7D% ;"$";(#)C7+% +)D67+% M9;'67+% U'D% #"'889% ,'CC";7;$S% #"E"#D7;$% (,"%
7;+#"'D"% )P% ";(#)C9% +'*D"M% F9% ,*6';% '+(7E7(9% ';M% (,*D% #"P7887;$% F)(,% )78% ';M% 67;"#'8% D()+AD%
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
1 Such as René Passet and Kenneth Boulding. 

2 Nicholas Georgescu-Roegen, La Décroissance, op. cit., p.59. 

3 Yves Cochet, Pétrole apocalypse, op. cit., p.153.  
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U)*8M%('A"%67887);DS%C)DD7F89%F7887);D%)P%9"'#D%()%6'A"%'%D7$;7P7+';(%76C'+(Q%1,"%(76"%;""M"M%P)#%
(,"%;'(*#'8%;"$";(#)C7+%C#)+"DD%7D%D76C89%F"9);M%,*6';%*;M"#D(';M7;$Q^%=*#(,"#6)#"S%7;P7;7("%
"+);)67+%$#)U(,S%;)%6'(("#%,)U%D8)US%U)*8M%M"C";M%);%(,"%*;8767("M%+'C(*#"%)P%D)8'#%";"#$9Q%
<D%U"%A;)US%">+"C(%P#)6%_;'(*#'8X%C,)()D9;(,"D7DS%'88%'#(7P7+7'8%6"';D%)P%+'C(*#7;$%D)8'#%";"#$9%
`E7'% D)8'#% +"88DS% P)#% ">'6C8"a% +)6"% U7(,% ';% ";"#$"(7+S% "+)8)$7+'8% ';M% "+);)67+% +)D(S% U,7+,%
M#'6'(7+'889%8767(D%(,"7#%"PP7+7";+9Q%1)%(,7D%M'9S%(,"%)C(7);D%(,'(%U"%+)*8M%C)(";(7'889%#"89%);%'#"%
D(788%D+'#+"S%';M%U)*8M%,'#M89%+)E"#%)*#%;""MD%(,"%U'9%P)DD78%P*"8D%M)Q%&"(%*D%D76C89%A""C%7;%67;M%
(,"% P'+(% (,'(% C#)M*+(7E7D(% '$#7+*8(*#"% 7D% (,"% 8"'D(% "+);)67+'8% 7;E";(7);% "E"#% 7;E";("M% F9%
,*6';7(9S% ";"#$9?U7D"Q% 1)% C#)M*+"% );"% C8';(% +'8)#7"S% M)b";D% )P% P)DD78% +'8)#7"D% '#"% ;""M"M% `)#%
"E";%,*;M#"MD%7;%(,"%+'D"%)P%$#"";,)*D"?$#)U;%+#)CDaQ%."';U,78"S%7(%D(788%('A"D%P7E"%()%(";%C8';(%
+'8)#7"D%()%C#)M*+"%N*D(%);"%';76'8%+'8)#7"Q%%

1,7D% 7D% U,9% 7(% D""6D% #"'D);'F8"% ()% +);D7M"#% (,"% F7)DC,"#"% 'D% ';% '86)D(% +8)D"M% D9D("6% U7(,%
8767("M% #"D)*#+"DS% ';M% (,*D% ;)(% 'F8"% ()% D*CC)#(% ;"E"#?";M7;$% $#)U(,Q% <D%37+,)8'D% G")#$"D+*?
L)"$";%U#)("S%_5E";%(,)*$,%);%C*#"89%8)$7+'8%$#)*;MD%"+);)67+%$#)U(,%67$,(%)++*#%"E";%U7(,%'%
M"+#"'D"% 7;% (,"% #'("% )P% #"D)*#+"% M"C8"(7);S% C*#"% $#)U(,% +';;)(% ">+""M% '% +"#('7;S% '8F"7(%
*;A;)U'F8"S%8767(%U7(,)*(%';%7;+#"'D"%7;%(,'(%#'("cXQd%
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=)#% D)6"S% "+);)67+% $#)U(,% 7D% "DD";(7'889% M"P7;"M% F9% ';% 7;+#"'D"% 7;% G#)DD% :)6"D(7+% /#)M*+(%
`G:/aQ%2"(% 7(% 7D%;)(%;"+"DD'#9% ()%#"M*+"% (,"%G:/% 7;%)#M"#% ()%C#"D"#E"% (,"%;'(*#'8%F'8';+"Q%1,"%
G:/%7;+8*M"D%;)(%);89%$))MD%C#)M*+"M%P#)6%;'(*#'8%#"D)*#+"D%`(,'(%7DS%6'("#7'8%7;C*(Da%F*(%'8D)%
766'("#7'8% D"#E7+"DS%U,7+,% '#"% C8'97;$% ';% 7;+#"'D7;$89% 76C)#(';(% #)8"% 7;% M"E"8)C"M% +)*;(#7"DQ%
1,"#"P)#"%U"%+';%"'D789%76'$7;"%(,"%+);(7;*)*D%$#)U(,%)P%D"#E7+"DS%';M%(,*D%(,"%6'7;(";';+"%)P%
D)87M%G:/%$#)U(,S%'8);$%U7(,%'%M)U;(*#;%)#%'%+)6C8"("%,'8(% 7;%6'("#7'8%C#)M*+(7);Q% -;% (,")#9%
(,7D%7D%+)##"+(S%F*(%7(%7D%7##"8"E';(%7;%C#'+(7+"S%'D%D,)U;%F9%(,"%P)*#%P)88)U7;$%C)7;(DQ%

-P% U"% +);D7M"#% ;'(*#'8% #"D)*#+"DS% (,"% _;"U% "+);)69X% 7D% 7;M""M% #"8'(7E"89% #$$7(.1#7&S% P)#% 7(% 7D%
F'D"M%);%D"#E7+"D%';M%E7#(*'8%"8"6";(DQ%1,7D%(#';DP)#6'(7);%7D%"C7()67D"M%F9%">C';M7;$%D"+()#D%
D*+,%'D% ()*#7D6%';M% (,"%;"U% 7;P)#6'(7);%';M% +)66*;7+'(7);% ("+,;)8)$7"D% '(% (,"%,"'#(%)P% (,"%
A;)U8"M$"% "+);)69Q% 1,"#"% U"#"% \d%67887);% 7;("#;'(7);'8% ()*#7D(D% 7;% VedfS% +)6C'#"M% ()% gff%
67887);% 7;%\ffhi%j%U,7+,%">C8'7;D%U,9% (,"% (*#;)E"#%)P% ()*#7D6% 7D%,7$,"#% (,';% (,'(%)P%6'("#7'8%
7;C*(DQ%-;%(,"%D'6"%E"7;S%'++)#M7;$%()%<8'7;%0)(('S%'86)D(%(U)%)*(%)P%(,#""%C")C8"%,'E"%D()CC"M%
*D7;$% (,"7#% 6*D+8"D% F"+'*D"% (,"9% D('#("M% U)#A7;$% 7;% (,"% ("#(7'#9% D"+()#S% '% _6"$'6'+,7;"% )P%
+)66*;7+'(7);%U,)D"%D"#E';(D%'#"%+'88"M%"6C8)9""DXQg%1,7D%7D%">"6C87P7"M%F9%(,"%("#(7'#9%D"+()#%

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
4 Denis Bayon et al, La Décroissance, op. cit., p.35.  

5 Nicholas Georgescu-Roegen, From Bioeconomics to Degrowth, Routledge, 2011, p.76. 

6 Hervé Kempf, Pour sauver la planète, sortez du capitalisme, Paris, Le Seuil, 2009, p.30. 

7 Alain Cotta, quoted in Alain Gras, Fragilité de la puissance, Paris, Fayard, 2003, p.64. 
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7;% =#';+"S% U,7+,% '++)*;(D% P)#% gfk% )P% ()('8% "6C8)96";(S% F*(% `">+8*M7;$% (#';DC)#(a% +);D*6"D%
Vik%)P%(,"%";"#$9%*D"M%7;%(,"%+)*;(#9%';M%#"D*8(D%7;%);89%VVk%)P%()('8%0W\%"67DD7);DQh%J'+K*"D%
<(('87S%);"%)P%(,"%C#)C,"(D%)P%(,"%_A;)U8"M$"%"+);)69XeS%#"N)7+"D%7;%(,"%P'+(%(,'(%'%,*$"%'6)*;(%
)P% $#)U(,% 87"D% ',"'M% P)#% (,"% U)#8MQ% 1,"% ';;)*;+"M% _M7$7U)#8MX% F#7;$D% ()$"(,"#% ,7$,?("+,S% -1S%
"8"+(#);7+DS% ("8"+)66*;7+'(7);S% ,7$,?DC""M% -;("#;"(% '++"DDS% ;"(U)#ADS% F7)("+,;)8)$9% ';M%
;';)("+,;)8)$9Q%@8*"?+)88'#%U)#A"#D%'#"%()%F"%#"C8'+"M%F9%D+7";(7D(DS%";$7;""#DS%("+,;7+7';D%';M%
-1%">C"#(DQ%1,"%+)6C*("#%7D%()%('A"%)E"#%(,"%6'+,7;"?())8S% 8"'M7;$%()%'%#7D"%)P%D"#E7+"D%M""6"M%
8"DD%;)F8"%9"(%;)%8"DD%;"+"DD'#9%()%";D*#"%(,"%;"U%D)+7"(9%#*;D%D6))(,89%`"Q$Q%+8"';"#DS%;*#D"DS%
U'#M";DS%M"87E"#96";%"(+QaQ%

1,"#"%7D%D)6"%(#*(,%7;%(,7D%'#$*6";(Y%(,"#"%#,%';%*;C#"+"M";("M%#7D"%7;%(,"%C#)M*+(7);%)P%$))MD%
(,'(%M)%;)(%,*#(%9)*%7P%9)*%(#7C%';M%P'88%);%(,"6Vf%';M%U,7+,%7;E)8E"%7;E"D(6";(D%7;% _+)$;7(7E"X%
+'C7('8%)#%D76C89%,*6';%8'F)*#%#'(,"#%(,';%6'("#7'8%+'C7('8Q%2"(%(,7D%$#)U(,%)P%766'("#7'8%$))MD%
7D%F'D"M%);%'%6'("#7'8%7;P#'D(#*+(*#"S%U,7+,%7D%D('97;$%U7(,%(,"%';(7?"+)8)$7+'8%8)$7+%)P%(,"%$#)U(,%
D)+7"(9Q%

809+#(#:.% +'C7('87D6% )P(";% #"K*7#"D%6)#"%6'("#7'8% 7;C*(% (,';% 9)*%67$,(% ">C"+(Q% -(% 7D% (#*"% (,'(%
D)P(U'#"% 7D% M"D7$;"M% F9% ,*6';% 7;("887$";+"S% 9"(% ()% 6';*P'+(*#"% '% +)6C*("#% 9)*% ;""MS% P)#%
7;D(';+"S%VQh%();;"%)P%6'("#7'8S% 7;+8*M7;$%\^f%A78)$#'6D%)P% P)DD78% P*"8DS%';M%'%\?$#'6%67+#)+,7C%
#"K*7#"D%VQg%A78)$#'6%)P%";"#$9%'8);$%U7(,%'%$#"'(%M"'8%)P%U'("#QVV%

1,7D% ;"U% "+);)69% P*8P78D% #'(,"#% (,';% #"C8'+"D% (,"% ">7D(7;$% D9D("6Q% -;M*D(#7'8% '+(7E7(9% ,'D%
M"+#"'D"M% 7;%#"8'(7E"S%F*(%;)(% 7;%'FD)8*("% ("#6D[%)E"#% (,"%C'D(%\f%9"'#DS% 7(%,'D%$);"%*C%Vgk%7;%
5*#)C"% ';M% ]dk% 7;% (,"% 4!Q% -;% !C'7;S% '++)#M7;$% ()% J)';% .'#(7;"b?<87"#S% (,"% 6'("#7'8% P8)U%
'++)*;(7;$%D,)UD%(,'(%(,"%M"6'("#7'87D'(7);%C#)+"DD%,'D%;)(%('A";%C8'+"S%"7(,"#%7;%#"8'(7E"%)#%7;%
'FD)8*("%("#6DQ%O,78"%(,"%G:/%,'D%7;+#"'D"M%F9%g^kS%6'("#7'8%7;C*(D%,'E"%$#)U;%F9%hdkQV\%

<D% P)#% "+)"PP7+7";+9% ';M% (,"% $#)U(,% )P% D"#E7+"D% 7;% 5*#)C"S% '++)#M7;$% ()% (,"%.W!4!% D(*M9S% (,"%
F"D(?+'D"%D+";'#7)%7D%'%dk%M"+#"'D"%7;%6'("#7'8%">(#'+(7);%';M%'%V\k%M"+#"'D"%7;%0W\%"67DD7);D%
F9%\f\fQ%WE"#%(,"%D'6"%C"#7)M%)P%(76"S%(,"%#7D"%U)*8M%+)##"DC);M%()%]fk%);%'%$8)F'8%D+'8"[%(,'(%
7DS% hf% F7887);% ();;"D% )P% ">(#'+("M% ';M% *D"M%6'("#7'8DQV]% <% #"C)#(% F9% !5L-% `!*D('7;'F8"% 5*#)C"%
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
8 Jean Gadrey and Jany-Catrice, Les Nouveaux indicateurs de richesse, coll. ‘Repères’, Paris, La Découverte, 
2005, p.76. 

9 Le Monde, 4 January 2004. 

10 Jean Gadrey, Adieu à la croissance, op.cit., p.56. 

11 See the UNO report Computers and the Environment (Kluwer Academics, 2003), quoted by Alain Gras in La 
décroissance, no. 2, May 2004. To produce a 32-megabyte microchip, 72 grams of chemicals, 700 grams of 
elemental gases, 32 liters of water and 1.2 kilograms of fossil fuels are needed. That is, an amount of material 
corresponding to some 17,000 times the weight of the microchip itself, according to the World Watch Institute.  

12 Joan Martinez-Alier, ‘Che cos’è l’economia ecologica’, in Masullo, A. (ed.) Economia e Ambiente. La sfida 
del terzo millenio, Bologna, EMI, 2005, pp.114-115. 

13 MOSUS, Policy Recommendations, December 2005 (www.mosus.net). 
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14 François Schneider et al, ‘Eco-info-society: Strategies for an Ecological Information Society’, in Hilty, L.M. 
and Gilden, P.W. (ed.) Sustainability in the Information Society, Marburg, Metropolis Verlag, 2002, part 2, 
pp.831-839. Quoted by Yves Cochet, Pétrole apocalypse, op. cit., p.132. 

15 Jean-Paul Besset, Comment ne plus être progressiste..., op. cit., p.207. 
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16 Yves Cochet, Pétrole apocalypse, op. cit., p.117. 

17 Paul Ariès, Décroissance ou barbarie, op. cit., 2005, p.82. 

18 Bernard Stiegler, Économie de l’hypermatériel et psychopouvoir. Entretiens avec Philippe Petit et Vincent 
Bontemps, Paris, Mille et une nuits, 2008, pp.110-113. 
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19 Naomi Klein, The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism, New York, Metropolitan Books, 2009. 
See the article entitled ‘Why the Right Loves A Disaster’. 

20 Ibid. 
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21 Such is the opinion of Hugues Rialan, a banker who worked for Goldman Sachs and who adopted the 
doctrine of ‘thriving degrowth’, on which a conference was held in 2009, during the summer meeting of the 
French business confederation (MEDEF). 

22 Brentwood, Multi-Science Publishing, 2003. 

23 ASPO Newsletter, April/May/June/July 2005. 

24 Quoted from ASPO’s Newsletter, April/May/June/July 2005. 
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25 Ibid. 
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26 Jean-Pierre Tertrais, Du développement à la décroissance. De la nécessité de sortir de l’impasse suicidaire du 
capitalisme, Paris, Editions du Monde libertaire, 2004, pp.35-36. 

27 In an essay published 25 years ago, Joseph Klatzmann was far less optimistic: he estimated that while feeding 
10 billion people was theoretically feasible, it was politically difficult. 

28 Cornelius Castoriadis, A Society Adrift. Interviews and Debates, 1974-1997, New York, Fordham University 
Press, 2010, p.198. 
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"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
29 Quoted in Arne Naess, Ecologie, communauté et style de vie, Paris, Editions MF, 2008, p.342. 

30 Which does not deter French president Nicolas Sarkozy from declaring that the car, which yesterday was a 
symbol of growth, will power tomorrow’s growth. 

31 Nicholas Georgescu-Roegen, Energy and Economic Myths: Institutional and Analytical Economic Essays, 
New York, Pergamon Press, 1976.  

32 Jean Dorst, Before Nature Dies, New York, Penguin, 1971. 

33 Degrowth or Chaos, op. cit., p.89. 
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"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
34 Thierry Paquot, Petit Manifeste pour une écologie existentielle, Paris, Bourin éditeur, 2007, p.13. 

35 Let us recall that livestock breeding is said to be responsible for 37% of methane emissions resulting from 
human activity, i.e. more, in CO2 equivalent, than the transport sector. Ibid., p.13. 

36 Jean-Pierre Tertrais, Du Développement à la Décroissance, op. cit., p.37. 

37 Frans de Waal, Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist Explains Why We Are Who We Are, New York, 
Riverhead, 2005.  
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VegfQ% 1,7D% 6"';D% (,'(% (,"% F7)C#)M*+(7E"% '#"'% U)*8M% F"% 7;D*PP7+7";(% P)#% D*#E7E'8Q% :"$#)U(,%
(,7;A"#D%U7(,%'% D+7";(7P7+%F'+A$#)*;M%)P(";% (";M% ()% ('A"%'%F7)8)$7+'8% ';M%6"+,';7+'8% 'CC#)'+,%
';M%+);D"K*";(89%*;M"#"D(76'("%U,'(%7D%C)DD7F8"Q%1,7D%7D%(,"%+'D"%)P%(,"%3)#U"$7';%C,78)D)C,"#%
<#;"%3'"DDS%U,)%7D%+);D7M"#"M%);"%)P% (,"%P)*;M"#D%)P% (,"% _:""C%5+)8)$9X% (,")#9Q% -;%Veg]S%'P("#%
D,)U7;$%(,'(%,*6';A7;M%C)D"M%'%(,#"'(%()%(,"%F7)DC,"#"S%,"%C#)C)D"M%';%"7$,(?C)7;(%C8'(P)#6Q%
1,"%P7P(,%C)7;(%D('("D[%_1,"%P8)*#7D,7;$%)P%,*6';%87P"%';M%+*8(*#"D%7D%+)6C'(7F8"%U7(,%'%D*FD(';(7'8%
M"+#"'D"%7;%,*6';%C)C*8'(7);Q%1,"%P8)*#7D,7;$%)P%;);?,*6';%87P"%#"K*7#"D%D*+,%'%M"+#"'D"Q%sct%
<(% C#"D";(% (,"#"% 7D% ;)% *;7E"#D'8% D)8*(7);% ';M% ;)% C8';"(% 'E'78'F8"% ()% D*CC)#(% "7$,(%F7887);%
7;M7E7M*'8DXQ^f%WFN"+()#D%()%$#)U(,%M)%;)(%D,'#"%(,7D%_"+)?+";(#7+X%)#%_;'(*#"?+";(#7+X%)C7;7);S%';M%
*D*'889%+#7(7+7D"%7(Q%1,"%;*(#7(7);7D(D%I)CP";F"#$%';M%/76";("8%D'9%(,'(%_7P%'88%C")C8"%'#"%()%F"%P"M%
'M"K*'("89%';M%"K*7('F89S%U"%6*D(%,'E"%'%$#'M*'8%(#';D7(7);%()%'%$8)F'8%C)C*8'(7);%)P%\%F7887);Q%<%
C)C*8'(7);%C)87+9%";D*#7;$% (,'(%"'+,%+)*C8"%$7E"D%F7#(,% ()%);89%VQd% +,78M#";%);%'E"#'$"%U)*8M%
,'E"%()%F"%76C8"6";("MXQ^V%

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
38 ‘The Numbers Game’, The Ecologist, 22 September 2006. 

39 François Meyer, La Surchauffe de la croissance, Paris, Fayard, 1974. See also François Meyer, Problématique 
de l’évolution, Paris, PUF, 1954. Albert Jacquart, in his L’Équation du nénuphar (Paris, Calmann-Lévy, 1998), 
also notes that, given a constant annual growth rate of 0.5%, the human population, which numbered about 
250 million individuals at the beginning of our era, would be about 5 trillion today. 

40 Arne Naess, Ecology, Community and Lifestyle, op. cit., p.100. 

41 Quoted by Richard Heinberg, The Party’s Over: Oil, War, and the Fate of Industrial Societies, op. cit., p.247. 
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42 Jean-Paul Besset, Comment ne plus être progressiste... sans devenir réactionnaire, op. cit., p.110. 

43 French philosopher and former Minister of Education in the cabinet led by the conservative Prime Minister 
Jean-Pierre Raffarin. 

44 A FAO report predicted that, at prevailing trends, the world would run out of wild-caught seafood in 2048. 
Worms, B. et al. (2006) ‘Impacts of Biodiversity Loss on Ocean Ecosystem Services’, Science, 3 November, vol. 
314, pp.787-790. 

45 Dominique Belpomme, Avant qu’il ne soit trop tard, op. cit., p.194. 
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46 Jean-Paul Besset, Comment ne plus être progressiste... sans devenir réactionnaire, op. cit., p.57. 

47 Lester R. Brown, ‘Plan B: Come affrontare la crisi alimentare incipiente’, Economia e Ambiente. La Sfida del 
terzo millennio, Bologna, EMI, 2005, p.77. 

48 Jean Brière, President of Démographie et Écologie, said in his presentation Le drame palestinien et la crise 
écologique that if we look at the available renewable energies (biomass essentially), a sustainable way of life is 
possible for a population between one and three billion, given the level of acceptable material restraint. 

49 According to Silvia Pérez-Vitoria, on a global scale, 38% of land is agricultural, but less than a third of this 
percentage is cultivated, which corresponds to 0.28ha of agricultural land and 0.25ha of cultivated land per 
inhabitant. Les paysans sont de retour, op. cit., p.39. 
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50 Richard Heinberg, The Party’s Over: Oil, War, and the Fate of Industrial Societies, op. cit., p.196. 

51 L’Écologiste, no. 14, October-December 2004. 

52 Quoted by Silvia Pérez-Vitoria, Les paysans sont de retour, op. cit., p.91. 

53 Ibid. 

54 Christian Godin, La Fin de l’humanité, Paris, Champ Vallon, 2003. Quoted by Paul Ariès, Décroissance ou 
barbarie, op. cit. p.85. 


